Perfect Vision

An Alternative Lifestyle & Survival Strategy

Document 1: 

Introduction

· My name is Pedro; I am part of a small group of ordinary people, who try to observe the state of our planet, humanity and how we co-exist. We have a common bond, in that we share an interest in investing in our long term future. For this purpose, we are forming a non-profit organization, which we hope will facilitate an alternative lifestyle with sustainable ecological independent survivability, called ‘Perfect Vision’.

People interested so far, come from various walks of life. 

Observations have made us aware of the state of humanity and the earth at large, and we are concerned that the current lifestyle we all enjoy may not be sustainable or even desirable. Our concerns range from economic and environmental; from concern about the adequacy of pension and retirement funds, stock market stability, long term energy availability, peak oil; food and water contamination, drugs and crime; educational and of course world climatic changes.

Some interested in this project, live in South Africa, but a growing number from Europe and the USA have also expressed strong interest in what we are planning.

Vision & Mission Statement

· As a group, ‘Perfect Vision’ wish to purchase some land in a tranquil, secluded area in the inland part of the Drakensberg, (South Africa) where an alternative more harmonious lifestyle can be lived. We want to focus on self sufficiency and coexistence with the environment. The Drakensberg, is a high altitude mountainous territory, with a low population density. It is considered a good rainfall catchment area. The area is farmed for corn, wheat, potatoes, vegetables and also fruit, especially berries and cherries.

The ground is mostly sandstone in the mountains, with fertile topsoil in the valleys.

The area is very scenic, with attractive mountains, rich in bio-diversity and abundant game.
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· Our first task will be to set up a viable livable infrastructure. The model we wish to work with has been developed by an environmentally oriented organization called Midgard. 

Midgard focuses on humankind’s ability to coexist with complete eco-systems. Our ability to feed ourselves, our sustainable use of water, energy, farming, fishing, and co-existing without dominion over or unsustainable exploitation of Nature.

It is intended to be independent of the national energy grid and recycle and utilize the maximum of waste products. The production of bio-diesel using methane from waste and other eco-systems will be encouraged.

The Midgard websites include:

www.ecodesignarchitects.co.za 

www.greenbydesign.co.za 

www.greenhouse.org.za 

www.lindros.co.za 

· Once the basic farm infrastructure is complete, we will focus on setting up a biodynamic-organic farming system, capable of producing nutrient dense organic foods. This system is capable of producing income within 4 months and return on investment within 18, without denuding the soil. The farm is expected to produce a surplus that can supply regional food stores and generate a valuable income. Apart from organic farming of fruit and vegetables, livestock in the form of cattle, sheep and poultry will be added, and the possibility of breeding fresh water fish such as trout and others will be looked at.

With bio-dynamic knowledge, sustainable agriculture will enable us to cope with envisaged climatic change.

· A second project will be the building of eco-tourist facilities, in the form of time-share cottages, back packer facilities or rental of facilities by tourists.

· Some people have expressed an interest to live permanently on the land, contribute to the project with their skills and labor, and earn an income from the project or by utilizing their skills in the neighboring towns. 

Others may prefer to regard the farm as a great holiday getaway or maybe a tranquil, friendly place to retire.

· Attractive, eco friendly dwellings can be built, utilizing ecologically friendly methods that have stood the test of time. Cob, straw bale, stone masonry, rammed earth, sand bag etc will be used. Details of these can be seen in the Midgard websites listed above, or you can contact them at: bjornhey@hotmail.com 
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The costs of building ecological houses range from R 3000 - 5000m2 (€ 300 – 500 m2), depending on owner participation. Solar and other renewable energy sources will be used.

Running and building costs for your dwellings are for the individual owner’s expense, and a farm levy will be charged for use of communal facilities.

The building methods chosen, are economical, and are more stable and longer lasting than conventional houses. They are thermally excellent and energy efficient.  Midgard can run training courses that will empower members to design and build their own houses.

· By observing some of the critical success factors of similar projects, it will be important for participants to subscribe to and develop other skills such as community living, counseling skills, conflict resolution, spiritual tolerance and sharing.

· To protect your investment, the property will be registered as a legal entity called ‘Perfect Vision’, all interested parties who share our vision are invited, to take a shareholding in the concern once it is formed. The sale of shares will be used to finance the project.

· Two types of share’s are envisaged:

A) Resident:
The purchase of 4 shares or more, entitles the owner to build a residence in accordance with the agreed building structures. This type of share holder is entitled to have up to 5 family members or friends to reside either permanently or temporarily on the property.

B) Non resident: Is designed for the local and overseas interested parties that have expressed interest in holiday visits and utilizing the storage facilities. The purchase of 1 share, entitles the owner of the share access to the property and to participate in the ownership of a time share facility, back packer accommodation or storage facility. (Document 2)

The money generated by the shares will be invested in acquiring the land and developing the project as set out in the budget document.

Levies, rental of storage space and tourism will supplement the farms income.

Should you wish to sell your share at any stage, this is possible, however for budgeting purposes, we will allow the sale of said share at purchase price less a 10% administrative cost if sold before seven years, thereafter, the share can be sold at a market related price, subject to the terms contained in the ‘Shareholders Agreement” document.

· Perfect Vision works in collaboration with the Belgian author Patrick Geryl, and many of us share the concerns as outlined in his books and on his Web page: 

http://www.howtosurvive2012.com/
We invite you to consider joining and investing with us in this very exciting project.

For details on this project or further questions, contact Pedro: perfectvision@mweb.co.za  

Your comments and feedback on this document and any of our activities are one of the keys to harmony with this project.

